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Baltimore Kinetic Sculpture Race
May 5, 2007

For photos and information about past and future
races, visit KineticBaltimore.com.
The Kinetic Sculpture Race is hosted by the American
Visionary Art Museum (AVAM), www.avam.org
This map was prepared by Tom Jones
tjones@kineticbaltimore.com.

  8:00 –  9:30am Sculpture Brake Test and Safety Check at AVAM           
  9:30 –10:00 Opening Ceremonies at AVAM    
10:00 –10:15 LeMans Start at AVAM, up Battery Avenue into Federal Hill Park 
10:15 –11:00 Race down Riverside, Fort, Lawrence, Key Highway past AVAM
  around the Inner Harbor, Aliceanna to Boston to Canton Waterfront Park
11:00 –  1:15pm Canton Waterfront Water Loop
  1:00 –  1:30 Race up Kenwood to Patterson Park
  1:15 –  3:00 Patterson Park Obstacle Course
  3:00 –  4:30 Race down Lombard, Central, Eastern, Pratt, Light, Key Highway,
  Woodall Street, Fort Avenue, Jackson, Clement, and up Covington Street
  to the finish line at AVAM (finishers may begin arriving as early as 3:30)
  4:30 –  5:00 Dinner
  5:00 –  6:00 Awards Ceremony at AVAM

 

Schedule
As with any race, times are aproximate!
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Race Day As with any human-powered dash for glory, times overlap and are approximate—racers are unpredictable! 
8:00–9:30 Pre-Race Activity: You can come to 

AVAM early to see all the sculptures in their original 
glory, unsullied by mishaps and mayhem. You can 
watch the racers, but don’t disturb them!  Parking is 
tight.  The only free option is to hunt for parking in the 
neighborhood, but be prepared to walk. There is a paid 
garage at the Rusty Scupper across the street from 
AVAM.   You can also park in one of many garages on 
the north side of the Inner Harbor and walk around. 

9:30–10:00 Opening Ceremonies: There are kickoff 
speeches and telepathic monk Joe Wall blesses “de 
feet” of the Kinetinauts.  It’s best seen up close. 

10:00–10:15 The Start & Federal Hill: The racers 
climb Federal Hill, which separates the Kinetinauts 
from the mere sculptors. (Anyone can make a 
sculpture; it’s the human-powered part that’s hard.) 
Some sculptures don’t make it this far.  This is a great 
place to photograph sculptures with the city skyline. 

10:15–11:00 Through the City!  Southern Loop 
and around the Inner Harbor: The sculptures pass 
through Baltimore’s tourist district.  You can grab a 
snack at Whole Foods at the corner of Fleet & Exeter. 

11:00–1:15 Into the Harbor!  Canton Waterfront 
Park Water Entry (at the Korean War Memorial): 
The sculptures go down a ramp, out around the pier, 
and back the other side. If any drift away, the Harbor 
Police nab them. If any sculptures are utterly 
unseaworthy, watch them sink.  There’s a small 
parking lot and lots of nearby street parking.  This is 
the most popular spot for spectators in the entire race. 

1:00–1:30 Up the Hill!  Race to Patterson Park: 
The race goes near some delis and a Safeway. If you 
didn’t pack a lunch, this could be a good time to eat 
lunch. But this segment goes quickly, and you don’t 
want to miss... 

1:15–3:00 Mud and Sand! Patterson Park 
Obstacle Course: This year the mud is on a hill—
easier for spectators, harder for racers.  The sand is 
back, too, with bleachers for spectators.  There’s plenty 
of street parking around the perimeter of Patterson 
Park. 

3:00–4:30 Back through the City: The Kinetinauts 
are tired here, so the going can be slower, and 
sculptures are more spread out. 

3:45–4:30 Domino Sugar “Home Sweet Home 
(Almost)” Loop, and finish line at AVAM:  The 
route here has changed, so be sure to check the map.  

4:30–5:00 Kinetinaut and Volunteer Dinner: You 
should eat, because you’ll be exhausted too.  For $10, 
spectators can join the fun and buy a dinner wristband 
at AVAM’s front desk. If you’re clean, the Rusty 
Scupper (across the street from AVAM) and Little 
Havana (south on Key Highway) are fancier.  There’s 
also a Subway a bit south on Key Highway, and many 
tourist options around the Inner Harbor.  

5:00–6:00 Awards Ceremony at AVAM: Even as a 
spectator, a day of the race will leave you tired—
imagine how the racers feel! Come cheer on the 
winners and see who wins the awards. 

Glossary of Important Kinetic Sculpture Race Terms
ACE: The highest challenge when entering the race is to 
strive for an ACE award.  To ACE, a sculpture must ride the 
entire race without changing pilots, without direct 
propulsion assistance by anyone else (including their pit 
crew), and not get out to push or pull the sculpture 
forward—especially at the water exit.  If you see an ACE 
sculpture violating any of these rules, please take a photo if 
you have a camera, and notify a Kinetic Cop immediately!  
ACE sculptures are identified by bright pink license tags. 
Art: A coveted award for artistic design, reflected in color, 
humor, costumes, theatrical appeal, and kinetic  motion. 
AVAM: The American Visionary Art Museum, sponsor of 
the KSR and a great place to visit. Also known as “The 
Visionary.” 
Bush League: Sculptures that follow the racecourse 
except the water.  It’s a lot easier in the Bush League. 
Checkpoints: To prevent shortcuts along the racecourse, 
Kinetinauts are required to stop for a photo. 
East Coast Championship: The Baltimore race is the 
East Coast Championship.  Over Memorial Day weekend, 
the World Championship in Humboldt County, California 
will cover 42 miles in 3 days. 
Golden Dinosaur: Awarded to the most memorable 
breakdown or the first to break down. 
Golden Flipper: Awarded to the sculpture with the most 
interesting water entry. 

Grand Mediocre Champion: This most esteemed 
award is given to the sculpture finishing in the middle, 
after time penalties for tickets from Kinetic Cops. 
Hobart (Brown), Glorious Founder: The artist 
from Ferndale, California, who created the first Kinetic 
Sculpture and raced it that first time in 1969 in far 
northern California.  
Kinetic Chickens: Volunteers who keep the race on 
track, and answer questions from the public! 
Kinetic Cops: Officers who issue tickets to sculptures 
when they violate the rules, and sometimes when they 
don’t.   Each ticket results in a time penalty.  Kinetic 
Cops are known to accept bribes to overlook all but 
ACE and safety infractions. 
Kinetinaut: One of the brave individuals who builds 
and pilots a sculpture through the race. 
People’s Choice: Given to the spectators’ favorite, 
based on a crowd survey by Kinetic Chickens. 
Queen Shaye: Visiting President of the World 
Championship Kinetic Sculpture Race in Humboldt 
County, California. 
Sock Creature: Each sculpture must have a 
homemade sock creature; the best wins an award. 
Volunteers: A gang of folks who have a lot of fun 
helping the race happen.  If you’d like to join in for 
next year’s race, sign up at KineticBaltimore.com. 
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What to Wear 
Something absurd! Lots of onlookers wear all sorts of 
goofy outfits (see photos below!) and you should too.  
This is a good time to rummage through your attic or a 
thrift store for the perfect KSR Outfit.  If you have a 
sufficiently ridiculous outfit, find one of the 
photographers from KineticBaltimore.com (we’ll be 
wearing yellow shirts and giant blue hats) to take your 
photo, perhaps for the website and next year’s 
Spectator’s Guide! 
Check the weather forecast the day before the race—
Verizon provides a free Baltimore weather update at 
410-936-1212—and plan accordingly.  But remember 
that the race goes on no matter what the weather! 

Also on Race Day 
There are other great places to visit around the Inner 
Harbor, including: 

1. AVAM: The KSR sponsor, the American 
Visionary Art Museum is a gallery dedicated to 
showing art created by people without formal 
artistic training—in other words, artistic 
renegades! The current exhibit is “Home and 
Beast.” It's a great place to spend a few hours 
where the race begins and ends. Open 10am to 
6pm: www.avam.org 

2. Maryland Science Center:  A great place for 
kids, they have an exhibit about dinosaurs, 
interactive science exhibits, an IMAX theatre with 
a 3-D dinosaur movie, Alaska, and Mystery of the 
Nile. They’re open 10am to 6pm: www.mdsci.org 

3. Baltimore Museum of Industry: Also great 
for kids, with a 1910 pharmacy, an 1886 bank 
building, an operating steam tugboat, and a flying 
prototype of a WWII flying boat bomber. Open 
10am to 4pm: www.thebmi.org 

4. National Aquarium at Baltimore: A world-
class aquarium, with sharks, rays, dolphins, an 
Australian Outback exhibit, and a rainforest on 
the roof with brightly colored tiny poisonous 
frogs. Also fun for both kids and adults.  There are 
also dragon paddleboats for rent at the adjacent 
pier. Buying tickets in advance is recommended 
for admission times 9am to 6pm on race day: 
www.aqua.org. 

How to Get Around 
Since this is a race, the sculptures move. So if you’d 
like to see the sculptures do more than simply pass 
you, you need to move, too. Here are some options to 
view the race: 
1. Along the Route: You can park yourself along a 

street where the race comes, and see the 
excitement from the comfort of a lounge chair. 

2. Where the Sculptures Stop: You can see the 
sculptures up close at various points while they’re 
not actively racing. Your main options are:  

• The Brake and Safety Test before the race 
• Atop Federal Hill (but they don’t stop for long!) 
• Canton Waterfront Park Water Entry  
• Patterson Park Obstacle Course 
• Finish Line 

3. Follow along: If you have time, this can be the 
most exciting way to follow the action. But you 
need a plan. Some means of transport are:  

• Golf carts: AVAM uses these to shuttle VIPs 
(such as the Glorious Founder, Hobart Brown). 
Travel in style and bring your own. 

• Bicycle or roller blades: An excellent choice 
for the physically fit. The human-powered 
sculptures aren’t particularly fast, so if you can 
ride or blade 15 miles, you can probably keep up 
with the sculptures.  If you bicycle, bring a 
lock—and don’t leave your bike unattended in 
Patterson Park. 

• Water taxi: The water taxi docks at prominent 
spots on the harbor.  For $8 for adults ($4 kids 
10 & under), you get a full day pass day. Key 
stops are #4 Rusty Scupper—right across the 
street from AVAM, and #16 Canton 
Waterfront Park. Other stops that will take 
you to where sculptures will pass by include #3 
Science Center, #5 Fells Point, and #11 Captain 
James Landing. Visit TheWaterTaxi.com or one 
of their stops for info. 

• Automobile: You can spectate at a spot, hop in 
your car and drive to the next spot to spectate, 
and leapfrog the sculptures in this manner. If 
you can parallel park, this is also a reasonable 
option, which allows you to bring lots of cargo.
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The Sculptures 
These are the entries at publication time, but it’s a Kinetic tradition that 
some racers appear at the last minute.  Be on the lookout for more! 

 1. ACE Kinetic Airways is piloted by Bob Buerger of 
Gaithersburg, seeking a fifth ACE award in 8 years of racing. 

 2. ACE Valkin Visker Bote II is the sequel to the 
distinctive but ill-fated wooden entry in 2004 which won 
Worst Honorable Mention.  It’s from the Jemicy School of 
Baltimore County, for college-bound students in grades 
1–12 with dyslexia or language-based learning differences. 
It might look like a Viking ship. 

 3. ACE The Daisy Pushers is a 4-pilot Jemicy entry 
made almost entirely of recycled parts.  It has four wheels, 
each with independent drivetrain. 

 4. ACE Subdude from Jemicy last year had the youngest 
pilot in Baltimore history win the prestigious ACE.  After a 
water breakdown, the pilot valiantly heaved the 
paddlewheels by hand to drive out of the harbor unassisted. 

 5. ACE Attack of the Sculpturians is inspired by sci-fi 
movies of the 1950s.  The 600-pound bright green sugar-
eating alien roams the streets of Baltimore in search of food.  
The team from Artex Fine Art Services won 2006 Grand 
Mediocre East Coast Champion, ACE, and Best Sock 
Creature with Hunk a Hunk of Burnin’ Junk piloted by two 
Elvis impersonators. 

 6. ACE Alzaruba’s Recycled Ocean from Baltimore 
artist Alzaruba recycles components of 2006’s “World Peas” 
entry which received an ACE.  Dance and percussion are the 
theme.  It’s sponsored by Gallery ID8 and Ale Mary’s, with 
pilots Tony Waikes and Gary Nasuta. 

 7. Sea Cat is a 295-pound pirate ship from the Carver 
Center for Arts and Technology.  Last year, this ship was the 
Yellow Submarine, and won the Speed award. 

 8. The Patapsico Queen is a 24-foot long paddlewheel 
steamboat with a Baltimore accent.  It’s red, yellow, white, 
and black design models the Maryland flag.  The Make 
Believers have created a series of magnificent entries since 
2002, including the 2006 KinetiNautilus submarine that 
won Pilot’s Choice and Spirit of the Founder awards. The 
smokestacks are hinged to pass under trees. 

 9. Jazz Hand is a 600-pound, 12-times scale model of a 
hand, covered with keys to celebrate its sponsor, KeyTech.  
It’s dedicated to choreographer and director Bob Fosse. The 
team is led by Gavin Heck, responsible for 2006’s Two 
Goats Meet on a Bridge entry, and piloted by Chad 
Schneider and Brian Tetrault. 

 10. Acme Kinetic Sculpture showcases Wile E. Coyote 
and his cousins chasing a pit crew member dressed as the 
Road Runner.  It has four-wheel drive and rear steering (so 
don’t get too close when it turns). It promises smoke 
pouring out the back and a cacti-clad crew. 

 11. Travel with Class was made by over 100 students at 
the Eldersburg Elementary School, led by art teacher Denise 
Ovelgone.  This year’s theme is “Japonism—Paris to Tokyo” 
and is based on three books read by the students. 

 12. Air Farce One is a 2-pilot entry from the Gugliuzza 
family of Hyattsville that made 2005’s Crush Dude entry. 

 13. New Age Viking Hill Master comes from the 
Southern New England Weirdos (SNEW) of Worcester, 
Massachusetts.  Their design focuses on the water, and so it 
is a row-driven  craft piloted by New Age Vikings climbing 
hills in a 17-foot aluminum canoe. myspace.com/snewksrt 

 14. Tail of a Whale is from Team It Cain’t, who have won 
major awards, including the coveted Art Award in 2006 for 
their twirling house and tornado duo entries based on the 
Wizard of Oz. This year they have three entries! 

 15. Whale of a Tale is remade from the It Cain’t entry of 
2005 that at the water entry dramatically cast off its HMS 
Titanic hull and finished the race as a lifeboat. 

 16. Tailing the Whale from It Cain’t, the last but not 
least, the newest and smallest, but always tailing the whale. 

 17. The You’ve Got What It Takes is from the Kinetic 
Sculpture Club of the University of Maryland Baltimore 
County.  Last year, their steering wheel came off in the mud 
and the sculpture rolled into a ditch, but they’re back for 
more!  Chant “You’ve Got What It Takes!” as they roll by. 

 18. Goes to Eleven is piloted by Mike Phillips and Mike 
Cullen; “you may hear this sculpture before you see it.”  It 
has front-wheel drive and rear-wheel steering. 

 19. Cats for Sale—$5.00 is a five-pilot sculpture with 
cute cuddly kittens who are hard-working, industrious, have 
grown opposable thumbs, and seek a good home. 

 20. Tropical Paradise is from the Catholic Community 
School, which raced the Duck in past years. 

 21. IND Penguins are atop a 4-wheeled igloo, a school 
project made of foam and bondo.  Pilots are Amanda Ward 
and Caitlyn Cook. 

 22. The Rat is a fetching single-pilot creation of The 
Visionary returning for its fifth consecutive year. 

 23. The Frog is The Visionary’s big green machine 
returning for another visit. 

 24. Towson University’s entry is called the Flash Mob, 
but we have no other information about it. 

 25. Bumpo the elephant from AVAM is a cheerful 2-pilot 
sculpture.  Last year in the harbor, she was blown off course 
and had to be towed back to the pier by canoes. 

 26. Fifi is the Grande Dame of the Baltimore Kinetic Race, 
having been entering since 2001 (and contains components 
going back to 1999—the first Kinetic year in Baltimore).   
The fabulous pink poodle from The Visionary shows her age 
well—and this year sports a tough Biker image. 

 27. PLATYPUS—Personal Long-range All-Terrain Yacht 
Proven Un-Safe—is back for a third year.  Pokey is the 
spectacular metal platypus that seeks Fifi’s love.  With nine 
pilots and a total of 3,500 pounds, last year Pokey won Best 
Engineering and People’s Choice awards. This is the eighth 
year for Captain David Hess (davidhess.net), known for 
making Louie the Dog in 2003-04.  Pilots are Mark Gibson, 
Mike Preston, Karl Saar, Jeff Jennings, Dan Jones, Glenn 
Shrum, Eric Trudell, and Eli, Sally, and George Hess. 

 28. Wilma, the Blue Wombat is a 4-wheeled skater 
gurl piloted by Aric Wanveer.  Don’t miss her I ♥ Pokey 
tattoo as she seeks the attention of the PLATYPUS. 

 29. Bush League Team Trogdor The Baltimore Lab 
School has raced since 2004. This year’s entry is Trogdor, 
the fire-breathing dragon from HomestarRunner.com.  Last 
year they won the Golden Dinosaur award. 

 30. Bush League AVAM Cattle Drive is a collection of 
bicycles decorated with festive taxidermy  

 31. Old School is a new entry representing two schools of 
fish. 




